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ABSTRACT

T We will briefly survey the cascading failure that was the cause of the large power trans-
mission disruption that blacked out much of the Northeast US in August 2003. We will then
discuss a model of the national power transmission network as an interdependent complex
system and look at some of the dynamics intrinsic to these types of systems. Then, in this
context, we will discuss why some of the steps proposed to reduce the likelihood of fu-
ture large-scale blackouts are likely to fail, and might even have a counter intuitive effect.
Implications for policy and blackout probability will be examined.
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